

This information is to help you learn some basic information about the culture of Germany. Good luck and enjoy your study abroad experience!

The Language of Germany

German is the official language and is spoken everywhere in the country
Meet and Greet

Greetings tend to be formal. Offer a firm handshake and use the formal titles of people you greet until they invite you to use their first names.

Gift Giving

When visiting the home of someone, it is appropriate to bring a gift of chocolate or flowers. Yellow roses or tea roses are always well received, but avoid red roses. Gifts will generally be opened once they are received.
Table Manners

At a host’s home, remain standing until invited to sit. Eating style is Continental, with the fork in the left hand and knife in the right. Don’t rest your elbows on the table while food is also on the table.

German News

To read more about your study abroad location, check out current newspapers.  The following website as well as others will provide you with information concerning your new home.

Der Spiegel: http://www.spiegel.de/international/

International Dialing Code

The International Dialing Code for Germany is +49.

Weather

The weather in Germany tends to be cool, cloudy and wet. Check the internet for average temperatures for your study abroad location.

