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This information is to help you learn some basic information about the culture of The United Kingdom.  Good luck and enjoy your study abroad experience!

The Languages of the United Kingdom

· English (Official language by de facto because spoken by more than 70% of the population)

· Welsh, Irish, Ulster Scots, Cornish, Gaelic and British Sign Language (Other native languages)

Differences in the United Kingdom

As a study abroad student, it is important that you know the countries which make up the United Kingdom.  These countries include: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  It is essential that you also recognize the strong sense of identity and cultural presence found within each country.  Also, it is necessary to distinguish between the ‘British’ and the ‘English.’  Everyone from the United Kingdom is considered ‘British’; however, only people from England are considered ‘English.’  People from Scotland are ‘Scots’, from Wales ‘Welsh’ and from Northern Ireland ‘Irish’.

Behaviors of the British

Generally, the British may not publicly display emotions towards others.  They are considered to private and reserved and prefer to have a few feet of physical distance apart from the person from whom they are speaking.  They may not appear to be very open or friendly as people of other cultures; however, they are still open to developing friendships.
Meet and Greet

The British usually use a handshake to meet others.  Avoiding extensive eye contact is important because it may make people feel uncomfortable at times.  It is important to note that the British may meet others in a ‘stiff and formal’ manner.  
Gift Giving

If you are invited to someone’s house, it is common to bring chocolates, wine or flowers.  It does not need to be expensive; rather, the British like to see that the guest took time thinking about the gift and its relation to the recipient’s interests.
Table Manners

Unlike many European cultures, the British enjoy entertaining guests in their homes.  Punctuality is important to the British so it is best to arrive on time.  At the table, it is important to not place your elbows on the table because this is seen as inappropriate.  When you are finished eating, place your fork and knife across the right side of your plate.  Enjoy your meal!
Weather

The weather of the United Kingdom is known to vary from day to day.  In general, the UK has mild to cool temperatures with a likely chance of cloud and rain showers.  However, at times there is snowfall- so please check the forecast before you depart for the UK.
International Dialing Code

The International Dialing Code for The Netherlands is +44.
British Newspapers
To read more about your study abroad location, check out current newspapers.  The following website as well as others will provide you with information concerning your new home.

· BBC News: http://news.bbc.co.uk
· Pictures of England News: http://www.picturesofengland.com/news/
Other Sources of Information:

· Locate local newspapers: www.google.com 

· Check the weather: www.weather.com
(Information adapted from: http://www.kwintessential.co.uk/resources/country-profiles.html and http://www.isep.org/students/Placed/handbook_staying_in_touch.asp?country=18)
